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influences at work in Macomb's time, General Scott's
and General Grant's. We may suppose this will not
be the case in future, but it will always be as long as
human nature remains as now. You have realized
some of the annoyances even in Saint Louis, but when
you come to have the newspaper publishing every time
you go to church, every slander that may be started,
every neglect to entertain to suit the demand of an ex-
acting public, you will regret the day you ever got to
Washington. I know the place may be pleasant enough
to persons in a private station, but when the people,
collectively and singly, consider every public officer
their servant and menial there can be no privacy, no
satisfaction.

"Yet this station may be forced on us, and we may
have to endure it, because we have no choice, but I know
we are far better off as we are now, than we can be at
Washington. . . ."

"ST. Louis, Mo., July 11, 1868.

"... I was out last evening to Grant's farm where
they are comfortably settled for the summer, almost as
plainly as before the War. He has a horse and borrowed
buggy, a pair of mules and ambulance borrowed of the
quarter-master, and I have loaned Buck, the horse I
bought for Minnie, which he likes very much.

"Next Wednesday he and I will go to Leavenworth
and out on the road as far as Fort Wallace and back,
be absent from here about ten days. ...

"In Washington it is all talk, talk, and do nothing.
The Republican Congress has shown little talent in as against my old comrades in arms. ...
